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SMUD Service Area and Board Member Wards

The Sacramento Municipal Utility District generates, transmits 

and distributes electricity to a 900-square-mile territory 

that includes California’s capital city, Sacramento County, 

and small slices of Placer and Yolo counties. As a publicly 

owned utility, SMUD is governed by a seven-member Board 

of Directors elected by the voters to staggered four-year 

terms. The SMUD Board of Directors determines policy and 

appoints the chief executive officer/general manager, who is 

responsible for SMUD’s day-to-day operations.

Executive Management

Arlen Orchard
CEO & General Manager

Laura Lewis
Chief Legal Officer

Jennifer Davidson
Chief Financial Officer

Paul Lau
Chief Grid Strategy  

& Operations Officer

Gary King
Chief Workforce Officer

Frankie McDermott
Chief Energy Delivery Officer

Nicole Howard
Chief Customer Officer

Stephen Clemons
Chief Information Officer

Board of Directors

Brandon Rose
Ward 1

Nancy Bui-Thompson
Ward 2
Vice President 2020

Gregg Fishman
Ward 3 

Rosanna Herber
Ward 4  

Rob Kerth
Ward 5
Vice President 2019
President 2020

Dave Tamayo
Ward 6  
President 2019

Heidi Sanborn
Ward 7 
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